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Tuesday, December 1, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  As the pace of new 
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of 
everyone’s communications, we have changed the frequency of our 
newsletter to once per week. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 




 Total Cases Total Deaths Total 
Recovered 
Total Tested 
Worldwide 63,029,075 1,464,232 40,333,589 Not Available 
 
United States 13,441,503 267,306 5,065,030 191,149,006 
New Jersey 337,304 16,993 43,504 5,947,423 
New York 641,161 35,567 85,287 19,272,524 
Connecticut 112,581 4,961 9,800 3,154,617 
 
Information as of 11/30/20 at 1800 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
 
United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
● Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
● Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to identify 
strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
● Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on public health 
emergencies including pandemics. 
● Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better address 
preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of high-fidelity simulation 
in medical education while finding new focus on pandemic-related research projects. 
● Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control for frontline 
responders in the hospital and in the field. 
● Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions regarding 
public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and healthcare response.  
● Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, using first-
person experiences to highlight current trends. 




• The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) and Ohio Emergency Management Agency (Ohio EMA) announced today that 
$46,077,160 in federal funding has been made available to the Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
for costs related to the state’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic under the federal 
disaster declaration of March 31, 2020. This funding will reimburse Cleveland Clinic 
Foundation for costs to expand capacity at their existing medical facility to treat COVID-19 
patients and to purchase and distribute medical supplies, ventilators and personal protective 
equipment. https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20201125/fema-provides-46-million-
cleveland-clinic-foundation   
The White House 
 
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled 
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of 
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.  To review the 
Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
 
For the latest COVID-19 information from HHS 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
https://www.nih.gov/coronavirus  
 











Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Issues New Policy on Dry Heat for Reuse of 
Certain Respirators - https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-
announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-issues-new-policy-dry-heat-reuse-
certain-respirators   
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
For daily updates of cases in United States 
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
To view the CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
To view CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
To view CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing 
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html  
 





To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/Emergency/EPRO/Current-
Emergencies/Current-Emergencies-page  













• Increased vigilance and preparedness is being suggested as New Yorkers approach the 
holidays, with anticipated spikes in COVID-19 positivity rates. Governor Andrew M. 




New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
 
For the latest information about COVID-19 testing 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
 




For the NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar  
 
To learn the latest on the NYS DOH COVID-19 Travel Advisory 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory 
 





• The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) issued guidance for restaurants and similar 
establishments on the utilization of outdoor space during the winter months. In June, the 
Division of Codes and Standards within DCA provided guidance on the issuance of 
permits, and the use of tents, tensioned membrane structures, and canopies per the 
Uniform Fire Code (UFC) and Uniform Construction Code (UCC). Due to the 
approaching winter weather conditions, establishments that want to maintain the use of 
tents past November 30, 2020, are required to apply for a UCC permit from their local 
construction office. Additionally, a permit for any electrical equipment, electrical wiring, 
or mechanical equipment that would otherwise require a permit must also be filed. 
Municipalities are encouraged to waive permit fees for tents in use past the November 





• Governor Ned Lamont announced that he has signed an executive order increasing the 
amount that businesses can be fined for violations of the state’s COVID-19 sector rules 
and capacity limits to $10,000 per violation. The governor said he is taking this action – 
which goes into effect at 12:01 a.m. on Thursday, November 26 – as the result of 
feedback he has received from municipal leaders, public health officials, and people 
from within the business community. The most recently authorized amount was a $500 
fine. https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-
Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-9N.pdf  
• Governor Lamont today announced that 154 nonprofit arts organizations in Connecticut 
will be receiving $9 million in grants this month under a program initiated by his 
administration to provide support to the state’s arts community amid the impact of the 









Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
 
For the latest updated NYBC information about COIVD-19: 
https://www.nybc.org/covid-19/  
 
New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)  
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
For NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-providers.page  
For the NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf 
 
For the NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf 
  
Westchester County Department of Health 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus 
 




Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 









For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area 
https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
For the updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/ 
 
For the updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/ 
 
For the latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 
GNYHA Health Care Workforce Wellbeing and Resilience Resources 
https://www.gnyha.org/news/gnyha-health-care-workforce-wellbeing-and-resilience-resources/  
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
 
New York Medical College Leadership News: 





Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 
president for government affairs 
 





Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 
president for government affairs 
 
Faculty News: 




Neil W. Schluger, M.D., the Barbara and William Rosenthal Chair of the Department of 
Medicine 
  










Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 







New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
